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A chat with
Christine Stibi-Krapf

Head of Office for German
- UAE relations in Wiesbaden
UAE Horse Show Organiser

Ask people about one of the most im-
pressive and innovative horse show orga-
nisera at the UAE Show Jumping events
and chances are that they will name Ger-
man-born Christine Krapf.

The former wife of showjumper Thilo
Krapf, who recently resumed her mai-
den name of Stibi, has been based in
Abu Dhabi and Ajman for several years.
She is well known for her personal touch
in the organising committees for profes-
sional international top class jumping
events, as well as for her ability to recruit
attractive sponsors and for presenting
sponsors from Europe for UAE shows.
Due to Christine’s presence and perma-
nent residence in Abu Dhabi and Ajman,
it was a logical step for her to open an ol
fice for German - UAE relations, which
she did in the summer of 2005, This of-
fice is located in downtown Wiesbaden,
just 20 minutes from Frankfurt Airport.
Christine, so tell us. What is your new
~Office for German - UAE Relations"
about ?

Christine Stibi: Well, during the past
few vears | was able to implement many
changes in the UAE. More and more
UAE residents would like to know more
about our part of Germany for business
or private reasons or to establish more
contacts within the Rhine-Main area.

Mostly they don't know whom to trust,

,Horses and the
U.A.E. are part of

my heart”

where to go or whom to contact first.
What we are doing is helping people
from the UAE to establish business con-
tacts in general or if they want to pro-
mote their UAE companies, their UAE
activities and their UAL projects here in
Germany .

I individually work out promotion con-
cepts in sports or culture for UAE com-
panies and UAE projects with the aim
of achieving more publicity and establi-
shing a better image here in Germany.
Let's get back to equestrian sports. We
kriow that you have been directly invol-

ved in a lot of organising committees for

horse show events for a couple of years
now. Which shows that you have organi-
zed during this time do you still remem-
ber the most?

Christine Stibi: Beside some very nice
national shows of course, 1 remember
my first international show jumping
event in1998, the CSI Abu Dhabi, under
the patronage of HE Sheik Mansoor bin
Zayed Al Nayan.

Together with Director Adnan Sultan Al
Nuaimiand Majed Shaheen Al Awani, we
put together a highly respected show. A
remarkable but different kind of ,work"
was for the Sharjah Equestrian Club, for
the chairman H.E-Sheik Abdullah bin
Majed Al Qassimi and general Manager
Sultan Khalifa, when 1 acted as a point
of contact and brought an international
bank to the Arabian horse show as a pre-

senting sponsor in December 2004,
After the success of the Ajman Champi-
onship in 2004, the international show
in January 2005 was directly crowned
as one of the three official World Cup
Qualifiers for the World Cup Final in
Las Vegas.

So I am happy that they have come to
appreciate my work, my European spon-
sors and my innovative ideas through
the years.

Are you planning to spread out your
activities with regard to show jumping
events in the Middle East ?

Christine Stibi: It depends on my of-
fice activities and time schedu-
le. T will go back to the Ajman
Equestrian Club and right now,
I am in talks with the other emi-
rates in Dubai, Sharjah and Abu
Dhabi. It is a pleasure for me to
come back to this part of the
world in the winter season again
and again.

On the other hand, T would be
pleased to see a lot of UAE residents here
in our area, especially in the hot sum-
mer months. At the moment, [ feel the
task and the need that we have is to start
more nctworking activities in business,
sports, culture, medicine and leisure to
put the Rhine-Main area more and more
in the mind and on the map of destinati-
ons for foreign travellers from the United
Arab Emirates and other Gulf countries.
We have a lot to offer here and I am sure
that nobody will have any regrets once
they have been here for a visit.

Office for German-UAE Relations

Christine Stibi

Head of the Office in Wiesbaden / near Frankfurt
Airport

Mobile: +49-171.8488655

E-mail: cstibi@web.de
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Head of the Office in Wiesbaden /
near Frankfurt
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